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Summary of Survey Results – July 2018 

Economic impact on small businesses due to proposed changes to 
NAC 581.210, 581.220, 581.280, 581.285, 581.295  

Survey Overview: 

Notice and text of the proposed regulations was mailed via the United States Postal Service to 
2,071 commercial weighing and measuring device owners.  51 notices were returned as 
undeliverable. The notice contained the website address for an electronic survey and provided 
an option for device owners to request a hard copy of the survey be sent to them by mail or 
email. The survey was open from June 19, 2018 through July 6, 2018.  A total of 108 responses 
were received. 

Survey Results: 

Q1. Will the new proposed changes and amendment to NAC have significant impact on your 
business? 

48.2% of the survey respondents stated the proposed changes to NAC will have 
significant impact on their business. 

Answer Choices  Responses  
Yes 48.15% 52 
No 33.33% 36 
Not sure 18.52% 20 

 Answered  108  
 Skipped  0  
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Q2. If Yes, select all the categories that will be affected by the proposed regulation: 

Related to the proposed changes and increased fees, the survey participants expect 
their operating cost of business to be affected the most. 

 

Answer Choices  Responses  
Size of current business operations (measured in $ revenues from sales) 10.77% 7 
Future business opportunities 4.62% 3 
Operating cost of business 76.92% 50 
Employment number impact 1.54% 1 
Customer service impact 1.54% 1 
Other (please specify) 4.62% 3 

 Answered  65  

 Skipped  43  
 

Comments received for question 2: 
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2) These fees do not apply to my company. 
3) How excited I am about running a business in NV will go down some. 
4) We use these scales once a year. We sell calves once a year, 10 drafts of 20 head of 

calves. 4 hrs/year. Used to be every other year, now once a year. Now a large increase. 
Q.3 If your business is significantly impacted by the new proposed changes, which of the 
following actions would you take? 

Survey participants will have to mainly change their business strategy due to the impact 
their business will have because of the proposed changes in NAC. 

 

Answer Choices  Responses  
Decrease marketing budget 9.72% 7 
Increase marketing budget 5.56% 4 
Reduce number of employees 25.00% 18 
Change business strategy 37.50% 27 
Other (please specify) 22.22% 16 

 Answered  72  
 Skipped  36  
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1) Decrease size of our operation and reduce number of employees. 
2) Look to do business elsewhere. 
3) Absorb costs. 
4) Big increase in price to test livestock scales. 
5) No significant action would need to be taken – impact would be financial. 
6) Why take more money from us? 
7) Overhead expenses that will affect our charity partners. 
8) Raise consumer prices. 
9) We have no solution. 
10) We don’t have an option, so we’d have to pay whatever fees NV decides to charge to 

use scales to ship things with FedEx. 
Q4. Please select the level of financial impact the new proposed changes will have on your 
business? 

Most of survey respondents expect a low level of financial impact to their operations 
caused by changes in NAC. 

Answer Choices  Responses  
Low impact 53.06% 52 
Moderate impact 33.67% 33 
Strong impact 13.27% 13 

 Answered  98  
 Skipped  10  
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SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT AS REQUIRED BY
NRS 233B.0608

LCB File No. R172-18
July 13, 2018

1.  A description of the manner in which comment was solicited from affected small 
businesses, a summary of their response and an explanation of the manner in 
which other interested persons may obtain a copy of the summary.

Notice and text of the proposed regulations was mailed via the United States Postal Service to 
2,071 commercial weighing and measuring device owners. 51 notices were returned as 
undeliverable. The notice contained the website address for an electronic survey and provided an 
option for device owners to request a hard copy of the survey be sent to them by mail or email. 
The owners of businesses meeting the definition of “small business” under NRS 233B.0382 were 
asked to respond to the survey. Three device owners requested hard copies of the survey, two of 
which were returned to the Division of Consumer Equitability by email. The survey was open from 
June 19, 2018 through July 6, 2018. A total of 108 responses were received, though not all 
respondents answered all four of the survey questions. 

48.2% of the survey respondents (52 of 108) stated the proposed changes will have a 
significant impact on their business. However, 52% (52 of 98) of survey respondents 
indicated that the level of financial impact to their operations would be low.
Related to the proposed changes and increased fees, the survey participants expect their 
operating cost of business to be affected the most.
Survey participants indicated they would mainly change their business strategy as result of the 
proposed changes.

Persons interested in obtaining the survey results and summary may do so by contacting the 
Division of Consumer Equitability at 775-353-3782 or by email ce@agri.nv.gov.

2.  The manner in which the analysis was conducted.

A statistical analysis of the survey results was compiled and considered. While the majority of 
respondents indicated the proposed changes would have a significant impact on their business, the 
majority of respondents indicated that the level of financial impact caused would be low. 13 
respondents indicated that the level of financial impact caused would be high; 13 respondents 
represents 13% of the total survey respondents and .006% of the 2,020 commercial weighing and 
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measuring device owners notified about the proposed regulations.

3.  The estimated economic effect of the proposed regulation on small businesses:  
The annual economic impact to small businesses is estimated to total $450,000.

4.  A description of the methods that the agency considered to reduce the impact 
of the proposed regulation on small businesses and a statement regarding whether 
the agency actually used any of those methods.

The agency considered simplifying the proposed regulation, establishing different standards of 
compliance for small business, and modifying the fees and fines set forth in the proposed regulation 
so that a small business is authorized to pay a lower fee.

The agency found that simplification of the proposed regulation would not in and of itself relieve 
the impact of the proposed regulation on small businesses and so that method was not utilized.  
The proposed regulations in and of themselves are relatively straightforward and the impact of the 
proposal on small businesses is almost entirely driven by the proposed increase to fee amounts. 
The agency did not use this method.

In considering establishing different standards of compliance for small business, the agency found 
that there was an unacceptable level of risk to the patrons of businesses subject to different 
standards that could result from the business utilizing commercial weighing and measuring devices 
that are not suitable for their intended use, and/or are not properly installed and accurate, and/or 
are not so maintained. Because of this finding, the agency did not use this method.

The agency considered modifying the fee(s) and fine(s) set forth in the regulation so that a small 
business would be authorized to pay a lower amount, but found that in order for the Division of 
Consumer Equitability to have adequate resources to perform its mandated functions there would 
need to be an increased amount charged to non-small businesses to account for the reduced fees 
collected from small businesses. This would result in one set of weighing and measuring device 
owners subsidizing the cost of service to another set of weighing and measuring device owners. 
The agency found that such a subsidy would be inappropriate. Additionally, the Division of 
Consumer Equitability’s current system for the registration and invoicing of weighing and 
measuring devices does not allow for a business to be distinguished by size and cannot be 
programmed to charge a different price for the annual registration of the same type of weighing 
and measuring device. For these reasons, the agency did not use this method.

As the agency continues through the regulatory adoption process required under the Nevada 
Administrative Procedure Act it will consider any other methods to reduce the impact to small 
businesses that may be proposed.

5.  The estimated cost to the agency for enforcement of the proposed regulation.
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The agency does not anticipate that its ongoing costs to enforce the proposed revised provisions 
of NAC 581 will increase. The agency anticipates one-time costs of approximately $800 to print 
and mail a notice of the revised regulations to all commercial weighing and measuring device 
owners following adoption of the regulation.

6.  If the proposed regulation provides a new fee or increases an existing fee, the 
total annual amount the agency expects to collect and the manner in which the 
money will be used.

Beginning in State Fiscal Year 2020, the agency expects it will collect a total of $2,124,360 in fees 
for the registration and testing of commercial weighing and measuring devices. This represents an 
increase of $1,276,372 from the amount collected in State Fiscal Year 2018. The additional 
revenues will be used to hire additional Weights & Measures Inspectors, which will ensure we’re 
meeting all of our statutory duties. Additional revenues will also be used to provide additional 
training to the Division of Consumer Equitability’s Weights & Measures Inspectors, to allow for 
increased in-state travel for staff to perform required proficiency testing in both of the state’s 
metrology laboratories, and to purchase and maintain new/replacement equipment and vehicles 
used by the Division of Consumer Equitability’s Weights & Measures, Petroleum Technology and 
Metrology Programs.

7.  If the proposed regulation includes provisions which duplicate or are more 
stringent than federal, state or local standards regulating the same activity, an 
explanation of why such duplicative or more stringent provisions are necessary.

The proposed regulations are not duplicative or more stringent than federal, state or local 
standards. The Packers and Stockyards Program (PSP) of the United States Department of 
Agriculture  enforces the Packers and Stockyards Act, 1921, which requires that each stockyard 
owner, market, agency, dealer, packer or live poultry dealer who weighs livestock, live poultry, or 
feed for purchases of purchase, sale, acquisition, payment or settlement of livestock or live poultry, 
or who weighs livestock carcasses for the purpose of purchase on a carcass weight basis, or who 
furnished scales for such purposes, shall cause such scales to be tested by competent persons in 
accordance with the regulations in the act at least twice during each calendar year at intervals of 
approximately 6 months. An exception is granted if scales are used on a limited seasonal basis 
(during any continuous 8-month period) that the scales may be used during within an 8-month 
period following each test.  The test performed by the Division of Consumer Equitability in 
association with the annual registration of a livestock scale serves to satisfy one test for those 
device owners subject to the PSP six-month inspection cycle and may, depending upon timing of 
the inspection within the 8-month period, entirely satisfy the PSP testing requirement for those 
scales used on a limited seasonal basis.

8.  The reasons for the conclusion of the agency regarding the impact of a 
regulation on small businesses.

While there will be an impact on small businesses as result of adoption of the proposed regulation, 
the agency concludes that the regulations are reasonable and necessary in order for the Division of 
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Consumer Equitability to perform all of its statutorily mandated duties.  Based upon the survey 
responses received, the agency believes the number of small businesses that will experience a 
strong financial impact as result of the proposed regulations is less than 10 percent.

I certify that to the best of my knowledge or belief a concerted effort was made to 
determine the impact of this proposed regulation on small businesses and that the 
information contained in this statement is accurate.

________________________________________
Jerri Conrad
Interim Director
Nevada Department of Agriculture

information contained in th

__________________________________________
JeJeJerrrrrriii Conraddd
InInInterim Director


